
sanctuary for homeless youth.
I can’t helpbut root forEck-

ert, and not just because we
have a familial link. (Full dis-
closure: Eckert is a cousin of
Kris Eckert Walsh of Chicago,
who is married to my brother
Tim, although I never knew
Andrea before Holding
House).

Both Eckert andDunkerley
are artists and teachers, so
their project fits neatly into
the aimof leveragingDetroit’s
Creative Corridor, cited by
Business Leaders for Michi-
gan and other groups as a key
strategy for helping to grow
Detroit’s economy.

Eckert is a print-making in-
structor and career counselor
at College forCreative Studies
in Midtown. Dunkerley teach-
es at the International School
of Lausanne, Switzerland, and
the partners are planning an e-
exchange program in January
for students from Detroit and
Lausanne to interact online.

Other upcoming activities
include creative pumpkin
carving inOctober, anartexhi-
bition in November and fire-
side stories and sketching of
owls in February. Operational
funding comes in part from
grants, such as one from the
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs for the recent
CovenantHouseworkshoprun
by Eckert and CCS graduate
Ali Lapetina.

While it’s nice to see occa-
sional efforts to activate dor-
mant areas of Detroit beyond
the city core in downtown and
Midtown, one can’t help but
wondering: Is there really
much near-term likelihood of
more activity sprouting along
Michigan Avenue near 25th
Street?

Eckert herself doesn’t
knowwhattocall theneighbor-
hood where Holding House is
located. It’s separated by a
freeway overpass from the
popular Slows Bar-B-Q a mile
away at the western edge of
Corktown. And she’s not in
Mexicantown either, which
sits off to the south.

“It’s a strange little pocket
here,” she conceded, “so I just
call the area Southwest.”

Stuart Litt, who owns the
Hygrade Deli a couple of
blocks west of HoldingHouse,
has been waiting for signs of
renewed life in the area since
the 1970s. He’s still waiting.

Eckert said Litt was the
first nearby business owner to
befriend her and offer support
when she started repairs on
Holding House. She ordered
sandwiches fromHygrade for
the Covenant House work-
shop.

“I see a few new faces com-
ing over for breakfast or lunch
from downtown and Cork-
town,” Litt said one morning
last week, “and I did some
Groupon coupons that brought
in some traffic.”

Last Thursday, he also host-
eda filmcrewfrom“Batmanv
Superman: Dawn of Justice,”
which temporarily turned the

Hygrade into Ralli’s Diner.
There’s talk of a couple

wanting to convert an old
building around 23rd Street
intoawinebar,Litt said, andhe
has heard about other people
buying up dilapidated build-
ingsalongMichiganAvenue—
but so far it’smostly talk, hard-
ly any action. “Maybe they’re
just speculators,” he
shrugged.

Eckert andDunkerleywere
aware of Corktown’s commer-
cial momentum and new in-
vestment there, but they
weren’t betting on Corktown’s
action spreading further west
when they bought their build-
ing at 25th, which was a hard-
ware store and a novelty store
in previous lives.

“It was the right size, the
right price, a visible location
on Michigan Avenue, and we
were looking for open studio
space that couldalsobeexhibi-
tion space,” Eckert said.

That, in a nutshell, is the
promise not only of Holding
House, but of Detroit.

Lots of open space, at at-
tractive prices, at amoment in
time when there’s hope in the
air, a conclusion to the city’s
bankruptcy on the horizon.

Therein lies theenormityof
Detroit’s challenge, too. Acres
and acres of abandoned space,
much of it blighted. A perva-
sive cycle of poverty. Limited
funds for city services due to a
shrunken tax base.

Itwill takewaves of private
investment, philanthropic
commitments and lots of
plucky dreamers like Eckert
and Dunkerley to set Detroit
on a growth path.

Contact TomWalsh: 313-223-4430 or
twalsh@freepress.com. Follow him
on Twitter @TomWalsh_freep.

Holding House is not much to look at. But two weeks ago the place came alive with a workshop on photography and print-making for homeless kids.

WALSH: The right space at the right price
FROMPAGE1B

Applying an image to a backpack.
Andrea Eckert of Holding House
teaches print-making at CCS.

Portraits taken by workshop
leader Ali Lapetina are lined up
next to a stack of backpacks.

PHOTOS BY RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS
Covenant House residents Katonya Barrow, 19, and Trayvon Lattimore,
18, take a selfie during the Here Is Place collaborative print workshop.
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Allen Park unloads film studio site
Allen Park has finalized the $12-million sale of a failed

film studio site that has been a financial drain on the city.
Allen Park’s state-appointed emergency manager Joyce

Parker announced the sale of the 104-acre Southfield
Lease Properties to Time Equities last week. She says it’s
a step toward restoring the city’s finances and calls for
payments over 71⁄2 years.

The city will no longer need to pay for taxes, insurance
and other site costs that totaled about $1.2 million in the
last budget year.

Formerly known as Unity Studios, the site was to be the
centerpiece of a movie production center. Allen Park sold
more than $25 million in bonds for the project, but the
plans fell through in 2010.

Apartments, retail for downtown Lansing
A developer wants to build a four-story building on a

surface parking lot on the edge of the Lansing downtown
area that would include apartments and retail space.

City Council has approved a zoning change that could
clear the way for the proposed project at South Washing-
ton Avenue and St. Joseph Street. It would include 51
apartments — from efficiencies to two-bedroom units —
ground-level retail and parking, according to zoning docu-
ments approved Aug. 11.

One city official described the project as an “amazing,
urban-appropriate design.”

Lansing-based insurer Accident Fund Insurance of
America has owned the property at 616 S. Washington
Ave. since 2001 and plans to sell it. The zoning change and
conceptual site plan were submitted by Studio Intrigue
Architects on behalf of Investors Equity Group of Lan-
sing, which is managed by developer Roger Thornburg.

Grant to support movie theater restoration
A $60,000 federal grant will be used to help restore the

historic Vogue Theatre in Manistee.
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., made the an-

nouncement about the money on Wednesday. It’s being
made available through the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Rural Business Enterprise Grant program.

Stabenow is the chairwoman of the Senate Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.

She calls the two-screen theater “a historical treasure
for moviegoers in northern Michigan.”

The Vogue Theatre was built in 1938. It reopened to the
public late last year after being closed since 2005.

RETAIL
H&M coming toMacombMall

H&M, purveyor of fast,
trendy fashion, is headed to
MacombMall in Roseville.

The 20,000-square-foot
store is scheduled to open in
fall 2015, according to H&M.

It’s the latest step in the
mall’s facelift. By October, a
new Dick’s Sporting Goods
store is to open in space
once occupied by a Value
City department store.

MacombMall, which was
bought out of receivership
last year, opened in 1964.

Esquire Interiors to open new store
Locally owned Esquire Interiors of Ann Arbor is open-

ing a second store in downtown Plymouth. The new loca-
tion is reported to be next to Starbucks and Panera Bread,
across from the Ironwood Grille, on Ann Arbor Trail.

Free Press news services

RASHAUN RUCKER/DETROIT FREE PRESS
Jimmy Lifton, president of Unity Studios, and then-Allen Park Mayor
Gary Burtka celebrate the studio’s groundbreaking in 2009.

BLOOMBERG
Mannequins at H&M. Macomb
Mall’s store will open in 2015.

states, and remainswell above
where economists say it
should be several years into an
economic recovery.

Among the brighter spots:
Big infrastructure projects in
the city of Detroit, including
the Ilitch family’s planned are-
na district and the M-1 Rail
project now underway, prom-
ise a new source of jobs for the
chronically troubled Detroit
labor market.

“We’ve got a lot of people to
see and prepare and train, and
find those that already have
the experience and have the
credentials that are unem-
ployed or looking for new
work,” said Pamela Moore,
president and CEO of Detroit
Employment Solutions Corp.,
the city’s workforce develop-
ment agency. “It’s a huge op-
portunity for Detroiters that
havebeenunderemployed, un-
employed, or looking for new
opportunities.”

Michigan’s minimum wage
will increase by stages to $9.25
an hour in 2018.

The debate on the state’s la-
bor outlook is likely to con-
tinue at least until then, if not

longer.

Contact John Gallagher:

313-222-5173 or
gallagher@freepress.com. Follow
him on Twitter @jgallagherfreep.

JOBS: Labor market shows both muscle,mushiness as state recovers
FROM PAGE 1B

**As of midyear 2014*July 2014 data

MANUFACTURING
EMPLOYMENT IN
MICHIGAN PICKS UP
MichIgan’s factory workforce
took a big hit during the
recession but has been
growing again, although not
yet back to prerecession levels.
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EDUCATION AND
HEALTH SERVICES
JOBS CONTINUE
TO INCREASE
These so-called “eds and meds”
jobs are key to urban centers
like Detroit and are growing
steadily each year.
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PROFESSIONAL
AND BUSINESS
SERVICES JOBS
ARE RETURNING
These jobs, often called the
knowledge jobs of the future,
rebounded sharply after the
crash and are doing well today.
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